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Britain there were low phosphorus ores on the north-west coast
and production had by that time increased to 2\ million tons per
year. On the other hand, Germany, France and Belgium were
deficient in non-phosphoric ores, and in the ILS.A., although the
Lake Superior deposits contained a large quantity of low phosphorus
ores, long distance transport to smelting site had to be developed
to render them economically available.

The resources of Britain in non-phosphoric ores were, however;
limited, and production decreased after 1882, making it necessary
to import increasingly from Spanish, African and other non-
phosphoric deposits.

The discovery of the basic steel-making process in 1879 caused
revolutionary changes. Large ore deposits in Lorraine, Luxembourg
and France became usable and the ore resources of the U.S.A. were
considerably increased. It may be noted that in the latter part of the
period, 85 per cent of the world output of iron ore was phosphoric.

2. ORE PRODUCTION

The total production of iron ore by the countries compared is
given in Table 16 and Fig. X.

TABLE   I 6
 PRODUCTION OF IRON ORE, 1870-1930
					
Thousand tons
					

	Great
	Germany and
	
	
	

Tear
	Britain
	Luxembourg
	France
	Belgium
	U.S.A.

1870
	14,371
	3,839
	2,614
	654
	3,032

1875
	15,821
	4,730
	2,506
	S^S
	4,047

1880
	18,026
	7,239
	2,874
	254
	7,120

1885
	15,418
	9,158
	2,318
	187
	7,618

1890
	13,781
	11,406
	3,472
	187
	16,036

1895
	12,615
	12,350
	3,68o
	335
	i5>958

1900

1905
1910

1913
1920

1930

14,028

14.591
15*226

*5>997
12,706
10,142
11,627

18,984
	5,448

23*444
	7,395

28,710
	14,606

35,941
	21,918

6,362
	13,921

5,923
	35,763

5,648
	47,696

259
177

123
150

17

166

27,553
42,526
56,890
61,980
67,604
61,908
58,409

World

128,000
170,500
104,000
148,500
173,000

It will be noted that up to about 1890 Britain was the largest
producer of the five countries. She was then surpassed by the U.S.A.,